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HIGHLIGHTS

Tuesday kicked off the 2022 Florida Legislative Session with
opening remarks from House Speaker Chris Sprowls and
Senate President Wilton Simpson, along with a State of the
State address from Governor Ron DeSantis. A majority of their
priorities are aligned, with education, environment, and public
safety once again being at the top of the legislature’'s agenda.

Governor DeSantis dubbed Florida “America’s liberty outpost”
in his State of the State address, boasting Florida's thriving
economy and undying commitment to staying open for the
benefit of students, businesses, and tourists. The legislative . —— .

. i . . Florida Governor Ron DeSantis delivers his State of the State address on
priorities outlined in the Governor's remarks and supported by tyesday morning. Photo via FreshTake Florida.
his Freedom First budget proposal, released in early
December, once again center on education, workforce development, environmental protection, public safety, and child
welfare.

President Simpson's opening remarks for the most part hit on the same issues, stating that “it always helps when we
honor freedoms and focus on the core mission of solid infrastructure, public safety and education opportunities enjoyed
by everyone.” Speaker Sprowls took a different approach to open the Session, beginning his remarks with a poetic, “what
are you willing to risk?" and going on to ask legislators to approach the Session critically, to “appreciate the complexities
and balance the perspectives.”

Florida's Legislative Session will continue over the next 60 days, concluding with a ceremonial Sine Die on March 11th, by
which point hundreds of new laws will be headed to the Governor's desk alongside a budget for Fiscal Year 22-23 and
newly drawn state and federal district maps.




IN THE BUDGET

The Governor's Freedom First budget proposal for Fiscal
Year 22-23 centers on many of the same priorities
outlined in the State of the State, including education,
workforce development programs, public safety, and
environmental protection. Each budget silo was
presented before its respective committees this week,
and will set the tone for the appropriations process to
come. The proposed budget totals $99.7 billion, drawing
$37 billion from general revenue funds and nearly the
same amount from federal funds, and places a
substantial $15.3 billion into state reserves. Full details
on the Governor's recommendations can be viewed
here.

Lawmakers sitting on appropriations committees
throughout the budget silos questioned some aspects
of the Governor's spending proposal, including the
sustainability of large increases and the accountability
measures in place for recipients of state dollars.
Regardless, members will work over the course of the
next 60 days to craft a state budget.

REDISTRICTING

The Senate Reapportionment Committee unanimously
approved its first draft of redrawn congressional and
state Senate districts on Thursday following minimal
debate. The proposals notably preserve the number of
effective-minority districts, containing 16 historically
Republican and 12 historically Democrat districts.
Concerns were raised about the division of Tampa,
placing a number of Pinellas voters into what has long
been a Tampa district. The maps, filed as SB 102, now
await their first hearing on the Senate floor as the House
works to ready their proposals for committee votes.

ADVISORS NEWS e

Former Tampa Mayor Bob

Buckhorn has joined Shumaker

Advisors. Buckhorn will focus

on economic development

opportunities and urban

development  strategies in

Tampa Bay and across the

state. He served as Tampa's

58th Mayor from 2011-2019.

Before his two mayoral terms,

he served two terms on City Council from 1995-2003. He
then worked as a lobbyist at Dewey Square Group until
starting his firm, Buckhorn Partners, in 2007. Read the
Florida Politics article here, or view Bob's bio here.



http://www.freedomfirstbudget.com/content/Current/Reports/BudgetHighlights.pdf
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/102
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/484968-personnel-note-bob-buckhorn-joins-shumaker-advisors/
https://www.shumaker.com/professionals/A-D/robert-bob-f-buckhorn
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1950
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/7014
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/948
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76552
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/146

QUESTIONS?

Contact Jordyn Ferguson,
jferguson@shumakeradvisors.com, or
Celeste Schettino,
cschettino@shumakeradvisors.com



https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1048
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/520
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/802
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/832
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/150
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76526&SessionId=93
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/280
https://www.flchamber.com/advocacy/wherewestand/
mailto:jferguson@shumakeradvisors.com
mailto:cschettino@shumakeradvisors.com

