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A Board Certified Specialist in Criminal Trial Law, Joe leverages 20 years of
litigation experience to help secure the most favorable outcomes possible
for his clients. He most recently served as the Associate Deputy Attorney

General for Criminal Justice Programs and Chief of Cyber Fraud
Enforcement with the Florida Attorney General’s Office.

SERVICE LINE

Litigation & Disputes
White Collar Defense &
Investigations

INDUSTRY SECTOR

Technology

PRIMARY LOCATION

Tampa, FL
Tallahassee, FL

At the Attorney General’s Office, Joe first worked as an Assistant
Statewide Prosecutor handling organized crime and complex
conspiracies, where he became known as an expert in the fields of
electronic surveillance and digital forensics. He is a nationally
renowned lecturer in those areas, as well as trial advocacy and
litigation skills; he has taught courses for the FBI, the National
Computer Forensics Institute, Cellebrite, the National Association of
Attorneys General, and the Florida Bar.

Joe previously served as the Director of the 20th Statewide Grand
Jury, which was convened in the wake of the mass shooting at
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School to investigate school
safety issues across Florida. The almost two-year investigation
gained national attention for findings related to gross
mismanagement by public officials of over $1.5 billion public
dollars to address safety and renovation issues in a South Florida
school district.

mailto:jspataro@shumaker.com
mailto:jspataro@shumaker.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/joe-spataro-06b10a100
https://www.shumaker.com/wp-content/themes/jrd-shumaker/inc/vcf-generator.php?who=14610
https://www.shumaker.com/capabilities/service-lines/litigation-and-disputes/
https://www.shumaker.com/capabilities/service-lines/litigation-and-disputes/white-collar-defense-and-investigations/
https://www.shumaker.com/capabilities/service-lines/litigation-and-disputes/white-collar-defense-and-investigations/
https://www.shumaker.com/capabilities/industry-sectors/technology/
https://www.shumaker.com/offices/tampa-fl/
https://www.shumaker.com/offices/tallahassee-fl/


© 2026 Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP. All Rights Reserved. Privacy Policy/Disclaimer

EDUCATION

J.D., Nova Southeastern
University, Shepard Broad
College of Law, 2005

B.A., Boston College, 2001

CERTIFICATIONS

Board Certified in Criminal
Trial Law by the Florida Bar

Joe began his career as an Assistant State Attorney in Key West,
Florida, where he prosecuted eclectic cases and met his future wife.
He is married with two children—he and his wife enjoy comedy
shows and musical theatre, when they are not cheering on their
kids at sporting events and dramatic performances.

BAR & COURT ADMISSIONS

Florida, 2005

PROFESSIONAL & COMMUNITY AFFILIATIONS

Board of Directors, Special Olympics Florida
Past Chair, Florida Bar Criminal Law Section
Goldburg-Cacciatore Criminal Law Inn of Court
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